
for Saturday night Top Hat as we welcome
the next District Governor!

I look forward to seeing you there for this
fun-filled weekend!

Check the inserts for district atten-
dance. Be sure to submit attendance
promptly—don’t be a “zero”!
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District Calendar

May 4–6
District Conference/Top Hat
Fernwood Hotel, Bushkill, Pa.

May 4
College of Governors

Welcome: Cherie & Rick King

June 2
College of Governors (Business)
Contact: PDG Tam Mustapha

June 3
Pearl River Soapbox Derby

Contact: Dan Smith

June 10
Meeting with AGs
Contact: DG Carole

Week of June 24
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards

Contact: Randy Katz
Tel 845-794-5804

Email ekatz1

June 17-20 • RI Convention, Salt Lake City
The 2007 RI Convention brings you to

the heart of Utah,
home to five breathtaking national parks

and seven national monuments.
Learn more at www.rihost2007slc.org

June 29
College of Governors (Social)

Contact: DG Carole

Dear Fellow Rotarians,
Join us in welcoming Past RI President

Rick King and his wife Cherie at our
District Conference at the Fernwood Hotel,
May 4–6.

A trial lawyer by profession and Rotarian
since 1968, Rick is one of Rotary’s most
popular and dynamic speakers. He has
received numerous awards and honored by
many countries.

We have worked hard to prepare a pro-
gram that will make you feel proud to be a
member of our Family of Rotary. On Friday
afternoon you will hear about some of our
program efforts at home and abroad. On
Saturday morning you will meet our Group
Study Exchange Team from New Zealand,
our Peace Scholar who has returned from
England, Youth Exchange students from
many countries around the globe, some
Rotaractors and Rotary alumni.

Friday evening’s theme is Polynesian,
and entertainment will be provided by
some of our own very talented Rotarians.
Come find out who they are! Come enjoy
the Keg Room with hospitality offered by
North Rockland Rotarians! Visit the House
of Friendship and enhance your apprecia-
tion of what other clubs are doing! Dress up

Governor’s Message

www.rotarydistrict7210.org

Our recent trip to Honduras and El
Salvador was very successful. Our District
was ably represented by Tansukh
Dorawala (Poughkeepsie) and Stephanie
King (Highland). Tansukh is quite knowl-
edgeable in both the engineering aspects of
the “Slow Sand Water Filters” as well as in
the paperwork requirements demanded by
Our Rotary Foundation in order to to insure
proper administration of the many pro-
grams. Stephanie is a recent GSE Team
Leader to El Salvador and as such was the
ideal person to assist in setting up a new
program in El Salvador. We were also
accompanied by District 7190 Governor
Ann Cargile and Albany Rotarian Al
Easton. Tansukh and Stephanie made a
balanced team and were the two major rea-
sons for the success of our trip.

In Choluteca, Honduras we met with
Sergio Salinas of the Choluteca Rotary
Club. He showed us a file with every
signed receipt in order for every check
drawn on the project since it began. He also
produced a spreadsheet which broke down
all expenses into categories. So far 1,200
filters have been manufactured with 1,000
so far actually in people's houses. (That
amounts to pure water for about 5-6,000
people every day!) They are manufacturing
120 filters per month and due to lower than
anticipated production costs ($62 actual
versus $75 projected), it looks like we will
be producing more than the original projec-
tion of 2,500 filters. I think we will be able
to assist close to 15,000 people with pure

Cherie and 2001–2002 RI World President
Richard King. Continued on page 2

District Pure Water
Projects in Honduras

and El Salvador
by DGN Jeffrey Keahon

@hvc.rr.com

Support Our Rotary Foundation
Remember TRF in your will. Questions

on benefactors and bequests: Contact PDG
Bunnee.



Family of Rotary
Compiled by PDG Bunnee Webb

Cairo sponsored a fundraiser for
“Greene County Youth Fair” and hosted
Youth Exchange.

Catskill is involved in a literacy program
with “pre-schoolers.” The club toured their
local middle school, had lunch there, and
then presented a check for $500. Also, part-
nered with the community garden club to
help beautify “their” park.

Northern Columbia County hosted
Youth Exchange.

North Rockland distributed dictionaries
to local elementary school, held a “Gala”
on March 17th for Rotarians, family and
friends for fun, fellowship, dancing,
singing, and honoring two club Rotarians:
DG Carole Tjoa and former Haverstraw
Mayor Tom Watson.

Nyack club member Carlo Pellegrini
“put on a circus” for children in the com-
munity.

Patterson hosted a “Men Who Cook
Dinner” fundraiser for the American Red
Cross.

Red Hook introduced their “Community
Outstanding Individual Recognition
Program,” presenting two acedemic and
two vocational awards to students. They
also sponsored a students’ wrestling tourna-
ment, provided funding for an ambulette to
transport an ill community resident to a
doctor, already arranged to host a Youth
Exchange student from Germany in 2007–
2008, and hosted a past Youth Exchange
student (1993) from Japan who came to
visit with her fiancé. Red Hook also pro-

vided monies for 300 local high school stu-
dents to participate in a “Model U.N.” trip.
The students spoke  and  learned more
about public speaking, intricacies of global
issues and policy making in general, spon-
sored a pancake breakfast for a medical
assistance program.

Suffern hosted a “Special 80th
Anniversary Luncheon” for the club which
was attended by many Rotarians and local
dignitaries.

Windham hosted Youth Exchange.
DG Carole hosted a party at her home

for our GSE team visiting from New
Zealand along with the host families and
other Rotarians in Rockland County.

Various regions and clubs in our district
are very actively involved with wining, din-
ing, sightseeing, and career days for “Our
visiting Team!”

water. We also met Megan Lan, Peace
Corps Volunteer and Health Promoter for
the project. She reports that there are
already indications of a decline in the inci-
dence of dysentary cases among the chil-
dren since the installation of the filters.
Good news indeed!

In El Salvador we met with the Ciudad
Jardin Rotarians of San Miguel to discuss
their plans regarding the production and
installation of 1,800 water filters.We visit-
ed the quarry where the stone will be exca-
vated . We visited the site where the filters
will actually be manufactured. We met with
Bill Fisher leader of the Local Pastoral
Care Group which represents several
churches in the area. They already have
volunteer Health Promoters in each village.
Rotary will be working in partnership with
the Pastoral Group and Pure Water for the
World. Highland Rotary is the lead club in
this project. Our Rotary Foundation will
provide $50,000 and the Local Pastoral
Care Group will provide $90,000. It is a
great opportunity for Rotary to work in
partnership and to leverage its resources. A
certain level of expertise and diplomacy is
necessary to make such a project work.
Again, Tansukh and Stephanie were more
than “up to the task.” I cannot say enough
about their passion and expertise with
regard to these projects.

Pure Water Projects
Continued from front page

The New City Rotary Club was proud to
present more than 1,000 books, in conjunc-
tion with Rotary International’s Literacy
Month, to four Rockland County agencies
committed to working with children, at the
organization’s weekly meeting March 26. 

The books, which were donated by Club
members and student members of the
Clarkstown North High School’s Interact
Club were given to Big Brothers Big
Sisters; the DSS Child Assistance Program;
the Spring Valley/Monsey Preventive
Team; and the County’s Probation
Department. 

Judge William Warren, Club member
and head of the literacy project, also pre-
sented bookshelves to representatives of
each of the agencies being given books. 

Warren said each agency indicated that
they needed these books and could use
them to serve children and that the Rotary
was glad to be of assistance. 

“This was a phenomenal, hands-on
effort,” said Club President Susan Yates.
“This great, meaningful project is more tan-
gible evidence of how Rotary can help its
community.”

“This is a great thing,” said County
Legislator and Club member VJ Pradhan.
“The Rotary’s Literacy Program is very
important. It is shameful that, in an
advanced nation like America, so many
children can’t read or write. If we can stim-
ulate children’s interest in reading, it can be
very beneficial.”

New City Rotary
Promotes Literacy Among Children

by Susan Yates, President, New City Rotary
New Interact Clubs

Congratulations to Pres. Maureen
Doherty and La Grange Sunrise Rotarians
for sponsoring the Interact Club of
BOCES/Arlington.

Congratulations to Pres. Jack Austin,
Port Jervis Rotarians, and Port Jervis High
School on their Interact Charter Ceremony,
attended by District Interact/Rotaract
Advisor Roger Risko.

Arlington Rotary
Gives $7,000 to

Dutchess Red Cross
Arlington Rotary Club presented a check

for $7,000 to the American Red Cross of
Dutchess County—the culmination of a
series of fundraisers.

“We wanted to do something that stayed
in the community and we call on the Red
Cross for so much service,” said Eleanor
Charwat, President of Arlington Rotary.
Proceeds from the club’s annual Valentine
Dance “surpassed expectations,” said
chairperson Irene Hunt. 

Congratulations to Arlington Rotarians
for a job well done!

North Rockland
Rotary Homecoming

for Governor
North Rockland Rotary honored District

Governor Carole Tjoa and former
Haverstraw Mayor Tom Watson at their
Annual Gala at the Dellwood Country Club
on March 17, 2007.

Remember EREY
“Every Rotarian Every Year” with a

donation of $100. Contact Foundation
Chair PDG Knut Johnsen, Annual
Giving Chair DGN Jeffrey Keahon.



Airmont Pres. Dennis Dillon and Ramapo Valley Pres. Mike Trainor
Lead the Way to better services for children.

GSE Team Leader Graeme Blick (center), with
Carmel Pres. Denise Brown, and DG Carole.

(l-r) Former Haverstraw Mayor Tom Watson, Supreme Court Judge Bill
Sherwood, DG Carole, Ron DeCaprio, Jay Hood Jr. at North Rockland Gala.

North Rockland Rotarians welcome back Tom Zugibe (right),
seated is Haverstraw Town Supervisor Howard Phillips.

North Rockland Rotary pancake breakfast at West Haverstraw.

Airmont Rotarians at wine tasting fundraiser for child advocacy,
at Marcello’s restaurant in Suffern.

Celebrating Homecoming: (l-r) DG Carole, Kingston Pres. Nuise Bhitiyakul,
PDG Bunnee, District Sec. Jo, AG/DG 2009–10 David Green

“I'm Irish, I'm Irish, I'm Irish”:
(l-r) Patricia Bulley, Patricia Gordon, Sonia Crannage

at North Rockland St. Patrick’s Day Gala.
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The Group Study Exchange program
provides a unique cultural and vocational
exchange opportunity for young profes-
sionals and business people between the
ages of 25 and 40. Led by a Rotarian team
leader, the team visits the paired Rotary dis-
trict and spends about four weeks experi-
encing the way of life of their hosts and
exchanging ideas. The goal is to promote
better international understanding, peace
and goodwill.

In February 2006, DG Graham and
DG Carole met in New York, and a
strong friendship began between our
two Districts. Team USA has returned
home and Team NZ arrived on April
13. Team NZ leader is Graeme Blick,
a geodesist with Land Information
New Zealand. Team members are
Tania Davidson, a sign language
interpreter, Jason May, a police pros-
ecutor, Mishra Suman, a food

D.9940 DG Graham Douglass
flanked by his wife Carlene and

DG Carole, at Conference Dinner at
Upper Hutt, New Zealand.

research scientist, and Kamaya Yates, a
manager of the New Zealand Police
Museum.

Former Ambassadorial Scholar DG
Carole was invited to New Zealand to pres-
ent TRF Ambassadorial Scholarship
Program. We wish to thank GSE Chair
Bob Broadhurst, Coordinator Dave
Kruger, all District Staff and host families
for their outstanding efforts and support of
the GSE program.

National
Immunization Day

in India
by PDG Bunnee Webb,

7210 Chair, Polio Plus Partners

I am certain that you hold memories
close to your heart each time that you think
of February 11, 2007!

You see the beautiful babies held in the
arms of their mommies or their grandmas.
These ladies (as you recall) are dressed in
very fine clothes because this is a special
day: the infants they hold are going to
receive two drops of the vaccine which will
immunize them against polio. Just look as
you cradle that little head in your hand and
the beautiful tiny mouth opens to receive
this miracle that you are giving them.

Don’t you feel wonderful? PDG Knut
and I did (and still do!), even as the tears
trickled down our cheeks.

What do you mean? Why are you saying
that you were not there with us in India? Of
course you were! Don’t you remember?
You contributed funds to Polio Eradication!
You were there! Without your support,
February 11, 2007 never would have hap-
pened!

I’m happy to tell you that there were very
few babies at this polio booth! Remember
when we started this program—there were
millions!  We’ve accomplished the impossi-
ble! Almost all of the children have
received the vaccine! Look in the mirror
and say, “Yes!  I was there with Knut and
Bunnee! Now, let's finish the job through-
out the world!”

Please send your contributions (you,
your family, your friends, your colleagues,
your clubs…) to The Rotary Foundation
earmarked for Polio Plus Partners. (As we
have done in the past, please send me one
copy of the note that you send to T.R.F. and
a copy of the check.)

If you have made this contribution
already during this Rotary year, after July
1, 2006, please follow this procedure as
well, so that I’ll have an accurate record of
our contributions for the 2006–2007 Rotary
year.

Please do this now, then look in the mir-
ror, smile, and feel good about what you
have done! Listen—you'll hear the children
of the world saying “Thank you!”

Not as important, but I also say “Thank
you!”

Contact PDG Bunnee by e-mailing
eve7210@optonline.net or call (845) 268-
3322.

Group Study Exchange

Above: Welcome Team Kiwi
at JFK Airport.

Below: DG Carole hosts party to wel-
come Team Kiwi and thank host families.

Left: Team USA (l–r) Nancy Proyect,
Noreen Knips, Heather Malcom,
Helen Gutfreund




